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Notes on New Books 

OKENS of the Eighteenth Century 
Connected with Booksellers and 
Bookmakers by W. Longman 
(Longmans Green & Co., Lon- 
don and New York) is the first attempt, I 
believe, to deal with the metal, token 
pieces of any particular trade or group of 
trades. Tokens appear in mention as 
early as 1404 when the English Commons 
petitioned the King to remedy the lack of 
small change by permitting the introduc- 
tion of private tokens. The Seventeenth 
century English tokens range from 1648 
to 1673, the Eighteenth century pieces 
from 1787 to 1797 while the Nineteenth 
century tokens fall between 1807-1 821. 
These tokens were (i) Genuine pieces 
struck by tradesmen with a view to help- 
ing trade, (2) Pieces struck for sale to 
collectors, (3) Pieces struck by collectors 
and (4) Pieces bearing neither name of 
issuer nor town. Mr. Longman's book, 
adequately illustrated, will prove of in- 
terest to the booklover even though he 
may not, at the same time, saddle the 
numismatic hobby. 

Sir Henry Newbolt's Warton Lecttore 
on English Poetry, Poetry and Time 
(Oxford University Press), from the Pro- 
ceedings of the British Academy, begins 
by defining Poetry as the expression in 
speech, more or less rythmical, of the 



esthetic activity of the human spirit, 
the creative activity by which the world 
is presented to our consciousness. How- 
ever, Sir Henry adds that this gives us 
only poetry in the abstract, and makes no 
distinction between good and bad, greater 
and lesser poetry. The pages of this 
pamphlet which follow point out the two 
leading threads woven into the fabric of 
poesy — the thought of exile, the idea of 
reminiscence, with a third and fourth, 
represented by the twin words, time and 
eternity. These the author skilfully 
traces and ventures to say, that although 
none can know what a new poetry will be 
like until it is created, he imagines that it 
will be a poetry that will help us not so 
much to lament time as to forget it, and 
to think of Eternity, not as an infinitely 
distant and uncertain inheritance, but 
as a land to be gradually reclaimed from 
the wilderness by our labor and virtue, it 
may be even now in the time of this mor- 
tal life, it may be in another day than 
this. 

Norman Hinsdale Pitman's A Chinese 
Wonder Book, illustrated in color from 
paintings by a Chinese artist, LiChu-T'ang 
(E. P. Button & Co., New York), is a 
lovely book to place in the hands of a 
child, and as entertaining an one. The 
tales are as refreshing as they are ingen- 
ious, stories which older persons who have 
not forgotten their "Sunny Years" will 
also find pleasant to read. 

"True education comes only from ob- 
servation and logical correlation of the 
observed phenomena. There are no rules 
in art," says Paul Anderson, author of 
The Fine Art of Photography ( J. B. Lipp- 
incott Company, Philadelphia) in his in- 
troduction. Mr. Anderson aims to point 
out the underlying principles of art in so 
far as they apply to photography, and 
to encourage the student to apply these 
same principles in the development of 
his own work. Well-written, informa- 
tive, interesting and inspiring, Mr. And- 
erson's book should be welcomed not 
only by the camera enthusiast but by 
the painter and worker in the graphic 
arts as well. 
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Edited by FREEMAN LLOYD, 

Author of "Dogs of the World," etc., etc. 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A DOG? 
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With the season's new juveniles comes 
Laura E. Richards' Joan of Arc (D. Apple- 
ton & Co., New York), in which is beauti- 
fully retold the thrilling story of the Maid 
of Orleans. This is a book which every 
child should have a chance to read, a 
book which is filled with the spirit of 
France. 

A World of Windows and Other Poems 
by Charles Hanson Towne (George H. 
Doran Company, New York) gives us in 
permanent form the poems we had pleas- 
ure in reading in Harper's Magazine and 
in other periodicals from time to time. 
Mr. Towne' s verse is too good to remain 
fugitive. It is worth the dress that has 
been given it. 

Leonard Merrick's collection of short 
stories. The Man Who Understood Women 
(E. P. Button & Co., New York), which 
comes forth in the Limited Edition with 
an Introduction by W. J. Locke again 
reminds one that among contemporaries 
Leonard Merrick has scarcely a peer in 
the realm of the short story, to which he 
may claim mastery as complete as that of 
the novel. The perfection, interest, origi- 
nality and activeness of these stories gives 
to their appearance here in collected form 
a definite importance, particularly as they 
are stories — true works of art at that — 
which one will wish to read more than 
once. 

Fantastics and Other Fancies by Laf cadio 
Hearn (Houghton Mififiin Company, Bos- 
ton), are, what Hearn once described as 
his impressions of the strange life of New 
Orleans, dreams of a tropical city through 
all of which runs the twin-idea of Love 
and Death. These fantasies are not as 
trivial as Hearn declared himself con- 
scious of their being. They are, instead, 
vibrant bits of prose that we are grateful 
to have with the other fancies which 
accompany them, recovered for us. 
Charles Woodward Hutson has edited 
this collection and contributed an in- 
teresting introduction to the beautiful 
volume not one of whose two hundred 
and forty-two pages I would willingly 
have missed. Not to have missed Fan- 
tastics and Other Fancies will be to have 
known Hearn the more completely in all 
his moods. 



